Intracranial atypical teratoid/rhabdoid tumor presenting as an axillary mass: a case report and review of literature.
Atypical teratoid/rhabdoid tumor (AT/RT) is an uncommon, high-grade pediatric malignancy of the central nervous system (CNS) that rarely metastasizes outside the CNS (Chang stage M4). We describe a child with the sole metastasis of an AT/RT to an axillary lymph node and no other site of extra-CNS disease at presentation. The tumor included areas of rhabdoid cells and failed to express the SMARCB1 gene product (INI1). The metastatic site in this patient is unusual for 3 reasons: (1) it is anatomically unexpected for a CNS tumor, (2) no other extra-CNS metastasis or primary tumor outside the CNS was found, and (3) no cardiac septal defect or vascular anomaly was identified. This site as the presenting lesion and sole metastasis of an intracranial AT/RT has not been previously reported. We attempt to explain this phenomenon.